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New Alliance preser

The Times? Ledger mlssed che mark — badly — ina recent
edlorial concerning a new Queans group, the Democratic
Alhance. The alliance functions asa think-tank and a resouree,
Those wha participate In our efforts seek not to supplant
Democratic organizations and chahs. Many of us play active
roles in the Party and man ¥ of 1ts organizations. The lack of
sticoess by some of our major candidates and defictions to the
other gide in several of the last elections — including a large
number of public and Party officials in the 1997 race for NYO
mayor — highlight the nesd to look inwarsd. flemocrats voice a
strong and special message; Opportunily — we've done 30 lor
more than five decacdes

We know the appeal of this message. properly defined awd
delivered. We know also that both Detecrats and Republicans
can bring a balanced budget, can slash red tape, can help
strengthen the family and can, ves, Bght or nme.

The Demacratic Allianos rece wnizes that supporling offj
clals on the other s1dz does mom than recognize sucoess in
acas where ne differences exist betwoen us. [t SUpBorts the
policees mdvanced by the other side \We find sote policles
harmful, ahers reprehansiile,

Parties and Party labels matter Hemaerats envision o
seciety where everyone — rich, FOOr youn g, old, natlve, immi.
arant, black, white, Christian, Jey: Mushm, and cach amd
CVETY OLhCr EroUp — in our socisg v has the opportunity o live
it safe and comiorable Life. Demacrats knaw the market as the
best economic system devised, tut a scheme that still fails m
consistently deliver safe drugs, foods, workplaces, housing and
consumer products. Despite tLhis majer weakness — onr-
rectable by governnent intervention — Repablicans helievs
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the market never fails

Many public officials speak of a tale of twa New York
Cities, a parable that applies to our soclety in genera),
Republicans see no problem with Wall Streel gaining at the
expense of Main Steeet. Democrats know that the 1890 pro-
ductivity Increases reflect no EAINS in the averape worker's
raycheck, rather the productivie ¥ EAIns go almast olely to oo
porate profits, Democrals advance policies to address this
hasic economic Inequity and rrevent Wall Steect from clobber-
ing Main Street. The Demactalic “arty stands for investment
I opportunity

Democratie Party Family Values mean paychecks; thay
mean security; they mean hope. Demosrats honor family val-
e, How? Every thne we craale o job. Bvery time when thelr
rarents work, children lave a safo place 6 pa. Every time we
Secure a working person’s pension, Every tima we move a
young mother from welfan: co work, or help a workar get bettey
skills, or help someone who has st a ok ta (ind & new one,

The Republicans, Conservatives ardd the Radical Righe
relentlessly assault these sore bemocratic beliefs: the govern-
mantaf the richest nation on cartli holding upa safety ne for
s mast vilnerable; i Limes of sacrifice, the weal thiest shoukd
beexpected to pony up ke Everyine else; and gover iment sup.
port tor pallic education,

* The allianoe's emphasis on apportunity and Democratic
Family Values helps 1o distinguish Demeerats  from
Republicans. It helps to remind our officials to wichhold sup-
port for officials on the other side. It does not prevent our stan-
danl-bearers from commending the efforts of their cotnter-
parts on the other side in arcas where we da not d iffer

ves the ‘big tent’

On the state and local level, differences abound as well.
Republicans assault affordable housing, oppose tax reform.
reject kocal inpur fn service del ivery, tey to make recycling fail,
block civil rights legislation, slash funds for o schools and
public colleges and ¢t day care

The Democrats, as the party under a big tent, always fea-
ture people holding up a hundred different bannars, Tha
Democratic Alliance and many cthers seek to heip patch our
once waterproof, solid tent. When we argued inside our tene,
all et safe and protected from the harsh clements outside
Democrats pateh our tent by making it a whole lot clearer to
cveryone inside and out what we Democrats stand for amd
whene we want to tike our society The aliance socks to helss
renurn the focus to this basic. The allianos also seeks 1o help
develop a message that cleardy commun icates what it means oo
e a Detnocrat, A message that resonates will letp our candi-
dates succeed. strengthen our party keep officials from stray-
g, and - most mportant help our sociely Hiow slronger,

The Demecratic Alliance invites mnterested Dermeerats
and thase intereste) i Demceratic Valucs to ol us and sup-
port our efforts

For more Information call Democratic Alliance Steering
Committee Members [oie Marbach at 2293201 or Corey
Bearak at 313- 6779,

Corey Bearak
Bellerose
Michael Brady
Rayside
Morshed Alam
Jamadoy



