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Two offices to serve you:

COMMUNITY OFFICE:

206 07 Hilkide Avernie. Suite 25
Heolls, New York 11423

Open weekdyys: 9:30 a -3 pm,
Telephome: (718) 1658202

CITY HALL OFFICE:

250 Beoadaawy, 23rd Flooe

New Yurk, Nuw York 10007

Open weekdays: 1000 o m.-6:00 pom.
Tedephore: 1212) H66-3748
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Dear friend and neighbor.

In January, I assumed my new responsibilities as
Charrman of the Council’s Public Safely Commatlee, Almmaost
immediately, [ was called upon to respond to a tragedy that took
87lives  the Happyland Social Club fire. The City Council re-
sponded swalthy, My Committes elicited testimony from the
Palice, Five, and Buildings commissioners that better enforce-
menl of existing laws might have prevented these deaths.

However, in order to better protect public safety, 1
drafted legislation to shut down illegal social clubs, sweat
shops, and other unsafe commercial and industrial structures.
Local Law 23 of 1990 grants unmistakable authority to the
Buildings and Fire Commissioners to immediately and securely
close unsafe prermises., It drastically mereases criminal and civil
penalties for hfe-threatening vickations, including a fine of $1
million for violations resulting in death or serious injury. It also
created a commission to facilitate comphance with fire and
building codes. With these safequards in place, the likelihood of
anather social club tragedy has been substantially reduced.

It May, the Public Safety Committee reviewed a pro-
posed merger of the City's three police forces. While merger is
useful for its patential to improve police response, an obstacle
appears 1o be the cost of egualizing the Transit Police pension
with that of the New York Police Department. This issue 1s ex-
pected to resurface as the Transit Police union continues to press
for meraer and the Mayor completes exarmmabion of a report
formulated by Police Commissioner Broum.

[ continue to press for passace of legislation to pratect
our environment. My proposals to ban styrofoam packaging and
control in-place asbestos are under active consideration by the
Council's Environmental Protection Commities,

During the budget negotiations, [ helped secure funding
o irmprowe police protection, strengthen the dstrct attorneys”
offices, implement capital programs and provide sucial services
in eastern Queens. Details on these initiatives are provided in
s newskedter.

As always. my staff, Ruth Bennick, Corey Bearak,
Mindy Stegel, Marylen Daly, and Bemice Siegal, and [, yemain

ready to serve you
Sincem}yj {
J/&M" -

Sheldon S, Leffler

PUBLIC SAFETY

As Chairman of the Public Safety Committee, Councilman Lef

fler conducted oversight hearings on city agencies charged with
protecting pubhc safety. These hearings focused on agency bud-
gets and highlighted key problems confronting our crmnal justice
systern arxd five protection services.

Police — Comnussioner Brown has committed to civilianizirg

284 positions m the departinent in order to free officers for patrol.
The Commissioner also inchated that the Court Affidavit Prep-
aration System (CAPS), which has been mplemented by the
Queens District Atlormey, = the best system for streambming the
arrest-to-arraignment process and reducmg police overtime.
Last vear, the CAPS program saved the Police Department
$1.35 million in overtime.

District Attorneys — [estimony by the dsinict altorneys re-
vealed that expansion of asset iorleiture programs would be cost

effective. The district attorneys woiced concern about their need
for additional narcotics prosecution resources. They also ac-
krowledsed the need to boost complaint room staffing, n
avder to decrease pohce officer wailing time.

Fire - Testimony by Commissioner Rivera revealed thal depart

ment services have been sheared to the bone. While the City
Council was able to restore funds for thres fire companies and a
fire battabon that were to be eliminated in the Mayor's Executve
Budget, the future of the fire marshals remains uncertain.
Sixty-eight of these fire prevention and investigation professionals
are slated to go by way of attrition by 1993,

Mayvor Dinkins sians into law Councilman Leffler's legishation 1o shut
dhexuws unsafe comrmerona preruses,



Probation — The State s wathholding $11.4 milbon from the
City Probation Department until the City meets a probationer-
supervisor caseload ratio of 150:1 and other improved perform-
ance standards. The Office of Management and Budget asserts
that Probation can meet this target within exisling resources as
the ratio = now approximately 160:1, down from 178:1, for the
first four months of the past fiscal year. Given the troubled popu

lation Probation serves, 1 is imporlant that caseloads be lowered
inorder to improve supervision, protect public safety and com:
bat recidivism.

Correction — Commissoner Sielaff has committed to reduc-
ing overtime from approximately $107 million in Fiscal Year 1990
to $44 million in Fiscal Year 1991. These large overtime figures il-
lustrate the burden taxpayers must bear as the cost of expandng
and staffing our prison system escalates, As our jails have been
operating at well over 100% of capacity. the city is trying to devel-
op and expand safe, cost-effective alternatives to incarceration
(ATI) for nonwviolent oifenders, such as drug treatment, home
detention, and electronic monitoring. -

These and other AT strategies would relieve over
crowded prisons and save laxpayers money thal would pay for
more jails and Corrections officers. They would ensure that
adequate jail space exists for more violent criminals, including
those awaitimg tral, As Chairman of the Council's Public Safety
Committee, Councitman Leffler is a member of the City ATI
Aclvisory Board.

Newwappoitend Foboe Cammessaner Lee Brown restifind before Coun
ciiman Leffler's Committee on Public Safety with Chief of Departrment
Robxert J. Jofinston and Choef of Petred Donad Scott (seated). The Polce
Commissioner promisedt 10 expand comminity palcing and assign more
pubice afficers o patral (Phate by Hudson Meyer).

THE BUDGET

City Hall couldn’t complete its bodgel until  knew what Albary
was doing, and by the time the State approvedits budget — seven
weeks late — the City had to rush ta meet its June 30th budaet
deadline, so as not to adversely uffect its credit rating. This delay

foreclsed the City's policy options. A decade of Federal cutbacks
in real assistance to cities has shilted many bardens onto New
York City. Our local econonw, hke the rest of the northeast’s, is
na longer growing robustly and there has been a sharp dropin
the City's anticipated revenues, As aresull, lax increases becamse
necessary in order to maintain basic sevvices. The City Council
acted responsibly in the face of a budget deficit approaching §2
bbon and exercised its budaet powers to restore fundamental
senvices — police, fire, sanitation, education, libraries, and parks,

By wdentifying waste and less essential expenditures, the
Council allocated $8.2 million to hire 500 pobce officers beyond
those called for n the Mayor's budaet 1o replace officers
expected to be lost through attrition. The Courci targeted
$1.15 million to expand and improve district attomey asses
forfeiture programs, An addibona $300,000 in capital furxds
were added for the Queens District Attorney’s Court Affidavit
Preparation Program, 1o buy PC computers in order to reduce
police overtime costs and get more cops on the beal, Quesns
senjor programs were presevved. Funds were provided for
Queens tree planting and pruning arxd arlerial highway clkeaning
equipment. The Mavor andthe Council also agreed to restore
$6 million for the Clean Team, $7 million for education, $2.5
million for parks maintenance and $2.58 milbon for public
hbrares.

The following capital programs were included in the
adopled budgel for Fiscal Year 1991 (which began July 1, 1990):
$5 milbon for resurfacing of Queens streets; $7,956,714 for recon-
struction of Francis Lewis Boulevard between Hilside Avernue
and Grand Central Parkway (HW-242); reconstruction of 212th
Street, between Hillside and Jamaica Avenues (HW-599) in Fiscal
Year 1992; $800,000in Frscal Year 1991 for sewer work at 234th
Street and 39%th Avenue, near P.S. 98in Douglaston; $1.6million
for the Alley Pond Park reconstruction; $523,000 for sewer work
on 53rd Avenue, between 210th and 213th Streets; $300,000 for
reconstruction of Cross Island Park in Fiscal Year 1991; $106,000
for sewer repair work al Nassau Boukevard and 260th Street; re
parr of Tudor Road; $343,000in Fiscal Year 1992 and $9,293,000
in Fiscal Year 1993 for SE 687, for the construction of sewers at
Springfield Boulevard and 56¢h Avenue and $13,242 900 in Fiscal
Year 1992 for the companion project, SE-588; $500,000 for
Queens County Farm Museum roud reconstruction; $79,000 for
final design of Cloverdale Boulevard (HW-819); $100,000 for
Qakland Lake arxd Ravine erwironmental stuchy, $100,000 for Aliey
Pond Erwronmental Center improvements; $115.000 for Fresh
Meadows Library site acquisition; and $300.000 for construction
of the Kmy Manor Visttors Center.

Councitiman Leffler was able to restore funding and
secure acditional momies for severa cormmunity based arganiza-
tions, including:

Seniors  Samuel Field YM YWHA $20,000; Pride of Judea
Senior Transportation $4,950; Services Now for Adult Persons
$19,000; Samantan SNAP satellite program $12,000; Project
TACO $28,000.

Youth — Little Neck-Douglaston Youth Club $10,000; Qur
Lady of Lourdes Youth Program $6,225; New York Youth Sym
phomy 33.000: Pride of Judea Teen Suncide Prevention Program
$20.000.

Evening Youth Programs —P.5.18 32 500; P.5.186 $9.000:
JHLS. 158 $4,500.

Afterschool Youth Programs —P.S 2056 35.071:P.5. 178
$6,000; J.H.S. 109 $7,000.

Cultural - Queens Colonial Farmbouse $48 500, Bayside Hs
tomical Socety $20,060; Alley Pond Ervronmental Center $117,000.




Social Service — Visions $1,100; Queenshoro Council for
Social Welfare $36,384; Greater Jamaica Development Corpaora

tion — Mmority and Women's Small Business Program $25,000
{plus matching State funds).

ENVIRONMENTAL UPDATE

Legslation sponsored by Councibman Leffler and Assemblyrnan
Weprin and Senator Padavan in the State Legslature, createda
Seil and Water Conservetion District in New York City. Leffler
fvst proposed the mtiative ot the sugaestion of northeast Quewns
environmentalist Virginia Dent. This law enables the City to
access federal and stale government conservation resources. I
also allocates $10.000 annually to New York City for compre-
hensive planning for envirosmentally safe use of soil and water
TeSOUrces.

Amerchent will no longer be fis brother's suveper. A
new Leffler loww makes permanent and extends ctywide, the
Sanitation Department’s Enforcement Routing Program. Sanita.
tion Enforcement Agents are now requared to limit their ticketing
for dirty sidewalks and viclations of the “ 18 inch” law to two one
hour perinds each day in designated commercial areas,

The existence of asbestos i many New York City build-
mgs creates a danger 1o the public. On Juby 12, the Environmental
Protection Committee considered Councilman Leffler's revised

plan for such buildings: and requires the implementation of appro
priate response aclions with respect to in-place asbestos-con-
taining materials found to exist in New York City buildmys.
Like ashestos, srmoking poses serious health nsks, os-
pecially armong our children. Each day, 3.000 Amercan children

The Cuiy Chafs hanared Counail-
man Leffler withits Carth Dy
awerd for eruronmenied adso
cercy. City Departiment of ool
ronmental Pratection Covrirrus
sicner Al ( Appleton, former
Corvamtion Charaf the New
York Ciry Audubon Suonety,
presented the cuxard tol effler,
whaochaired the Councils L ni-
virenmental Pratection Corn

mitee from 1986 through

bill to require the identification and i 2
il to reg ntification and, when appropriate, removal 1989, (Photo by Chase Roe)

or enclosure of in place asbestas. Inf. No, 452A provides for:
the establsberent of rules to vequre rspection and seenpling of build-
s to determine the presence of n-place asbestos-containing
material; requires the development and implementation of an
operations and maintenance plan for each building found to con-
tain in-place asbestos; requires a comprehensive management

start this dangerous habit. The City Council has acted aggress

ively 1o prevent tobacco products from reaching our voungest
and most vulnerable citizerns, Courcilman Leffler's bill, Int. No.
13-A, woukl ban cigarette vending machines in all places access-
ible to minors. Leffler, who has worked closely with anti-smoking
activis: Joe Cherner, is 2 co-sponsor of Int. No. 40! A, which
bares the free or below cost distribution of tohacco products in
public places where voung people might obtain them.

COMMUNITY MATTERS

Legislation — Councitman 1 effler co sponsored Local Law 1
of 1990, which exterxds the Senior Citizen Property Tax Exemp
tion to sensors whose income does not exceed $15,625, The
Couna projects that the exemplion program extension wil save
eligible seniors $1.2 million m property taxes.

A law proposed lw Leifler and enacted by the State
strengthens enforcement agamst illegal conversions of one and
two farmiy houses to larger dwellings. Shifting adjudication of
these egal housing conversion violatons from criminal coust to
the Ervironmental Control Board, will enabile the Cily to speed

enforcement and impose tough fexs. Councilman Leffler thanked
o Assembly Ways and Means Chairman Saul Weprin for sponsor

Conneiiman Leffier arud Schooks Chanceflor Joseph A Fernandez s, ™3 the bill
cuss education sies chring a meeting of City HaV, At right & Cexred) Traffic Safety  Asparl of continuing efforts to improve traffic
Murnber Priscila Wooten. (Photn by Hudson Mever). safety, Lefller reports the instalation of "Stop™ siars on Thomhill
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Avenue at Brovavale and Morenci Lanes and “All way Stop” signs
at Underhill Avenue and Pidgeon Meadow Road. Following a fatal
accident at 86th Avenue and Bell Boulevard, the Councilman,
who had been pressing for safety conditions there to be address
od, secured a Trathc Bureau commitment for an expedited traffic
ahl mstallation,

Intervention by Councilman Lefiler prompted crack
douws agains! legal qupsy cols ard cormmualer vans by jomt task
forces, meludmg Police, Transit Police, and Taxi and Limousine
Commissioner personne! in the vicinity of 179th Street and Hill
sikle Avenue, where a young mother died after being struck by
avar, The Councilman also proposed legislation, Int. No. 243, to
aive New York City jurisdiction over unlicensed comenuter vars,
I efiler continues to pressure the Department of Transportabon
toinstitute measures to make hazardous intersections safe. Con.
tact Councilman LeHler's community office lor the status of arw
traffic stucy or 1o report a new problem location.

Tracking the Political Process

For information about upoomimg beearmigs, the Counxil has estab
hsheed a hothne: (212) 5663917, Details about topics, locations,
dares and times will be available every Friday for the lollowing
week. Tovonfrm amy imeeling, call (212) 5665852 the day before,
Monday through Friday, from 9:00 am. to 5:00 p.m.

Counciman Leftler will continge his manthly City Cours
vil upxlates, which WNYC AM (830) broadeasts on the first
Thursday of each month at 9:35 am.

“THANK YOU'S”

‘texi you in rederence to a problem 1 was having with a storm
draim which was installed i the noddle of roy driveway. . the dram was
madified so thal it B thse curbym my derveway. Twonld Bee to thank you
tor taking the time out of vour busy schedule to assst me in cornrecting
iy problern.” Mirosiow Vapenik, [Bellerose

thank vou for all your efforts to help us attain the best quabty of Ke

wu pussabdy can. your most recent elforts. m trapping the wild dogs
rossTing our streets, hawe been most effectne.”

M xan Rosensha!, Prosdent,

Jamaka Estates Associanon

“The taxpayers of 45th Road want to send vou hen sincere Lhanks ko
suppor e us i the fight against the estabishment of an HR.AL home

onour block, You were the first poBtician to truby represent us, You did
what we expect every elected office holder to do, "
Mildred Sporurto, Bayside

“Your presentation was excellent, it was an extremely enlighlenmg sum-

mary ol the mapor emvirossmental isswes in Queens,, we are grateful to
howe such a thoughtlul and commetted Councdrman.”

—Charlotte Schuxmtz, Executive Direcley,

Armerican Lung Association of Queens

The United States Ermaronmerital Protection Agency recently hanared
Counciiman Leffler, Presentingits “Enviranmental Qualy™ auxard s EPA
Regonal Admiristrator Canstantine Sidaman-Lristoff (center) while
Fussed Tran, the firsf EPA aximemstrator, kooks on. The US EPA stated:
“As Chairof the Environmental Protection Committee of the New York
Cuy Cowxl, Cowscarnun Lefller hus Deen instrumental in drafting and
enacting a substantial mmber of emarcamental fows, suchas The New
York City Recyciing Law and the Wega! Dumping Bounty Law,, In addr.
tion o these laws, he has also introduced bills such as the Stwrafoam
Packoging Ban and a Non Recpclahle Packaging Ban, bhatk of whach
are currently pending.”



